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Foriner governor

persuaded bottler

o be in Windsor

By Jofn Rebohoolk
ROCKY MQUNTAIN NEWS

Back in 2004, then- Gov Bill
Owens got wind that Owens-Tili-
nois was seriously considering
Wyoming as the sife for its $130
miliion bottling plant,

He knew that Wyoming could
throw far more money at the
pottling giant for the economic
plurn than Colorado could ever
afford.

“50 I pitched Budwelser di-
rectly and called Augle Bush,”
chajrman of the 8t Louis-
based Anheuser-Busch compa-
ny at the time.

“One of the
ahoyt being governor
everyone takes your.
Oweng recalled this week.

it was one example
of  the Dbehind-the-
scenes wheeling and
dealing by Owens to
help land clients at the
Tireal Western Indus-
trial Parkin Windsor.

Orwens also sent Da-

4 Solin, his econornic
f;n:"ve]opmenf; director,
o Denrpark in 1999 to
try to persuade Vestas
to open & factory In
{Solorado.

The Veslas deal at
Gireal  Western  was
broughttothe one-yard line un-
der Owens’ waich, and Gov.
Bill Bitter scored the economic
development touchdown in the
firat faw days of histerm in Jan-
uayy 2007,
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call”

L

@wea‘q

TR I S

“Like oy, Ritter is doing
now, we were pitehing compa-
niss all the time,” Owens said.
“You throw a lot of lines in the
water, and sometimes youget a

"—wm-q bite. Not just for Lms
U park. I might have
been itrying to con-
vinge & company to k-
cate from San Fran-
cigeo to the Irenver
Tech Center or hop-
ping on a plane to heip
bring acompany to Au-
rora.”

wﬁglﬂ But reaching out to
August A‘ﬁ‘qeusnr
Busch  III betier

ponowm s Augle, was
gne that really stands

cut.

Anheauser-Busch, parent
Budweizer, has a giant brewery
i Fort Collins, and Owens
new that would e the major
ghent of the Owens-Iilinois hot-
thng plant that wes the indtial

of

Red-hat
botiles come
out ofthe
forming
miachine ai the
Owens-Ilinois
glass bottle
plantin
Windsor.
When the
bottles are
formed, they
are heated to
about 2,100
degrees.

DARIN MCGREGODR/
ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NEWS /2007

company in what is now known
as the Great Western Induséri-
al Parlin Windsor,

“f think I called Au 2
suggestion of Pat (Broe),” the
principal of the Denver-bas
Broe Group, a privatel
company that s the parent of
t"lc park and the ra nmad. that,
arvesit.

"‘wwrs, mr
oming, butl you
uo le'c’

around?
wwanh to have
bq“‘rm un for

trucks travel only 20 miles orso
from Windsor to Fort Colling in-
stead of coming all the way
from Cheyenne. An added bo-
nug: shorter comimutes mean
Isgs pollution and track trafiic
in Cotorado, Gwensnoted.
Broe and Owens are close
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fonnﬂ_\,: governor said
¥ Eme’“ rusiness acumen

: him wAth other Colorado
such as the
ce, founder of
i Aosd 1 t
inl at one time, between
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and  Owens-Dlnois,
@ﬁ'orts aegounted for 10

W iobhs gre-
JOwens said,

The r;m mzy Broe declined
Lo comment for the record.

But Alex Yeros, o managing
director with the Broe Group,
‘uid that ot h Oweng and Bit-

T he a delight to work
Wit ‘W-‘ ve bc blessed to
have LWD governors thal have
ue alidly to open
for business to come 1o
UV eros saikl.
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